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' County of SOMERSE 7. 


At a Ledure Deſien'd for | 
Reformation. of mers. 
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Preached before the Worſhipfal 
MAYOR of Bzidqewater, 


And ſeveral other Members of that 
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By John Cumming M. A. Miniſter of i 
the Goſpel in Shepton-Mallet, in the 
ſame County. 
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Becauſe thine Feart was tender, and thou didfi humble thy 
ſelf before God, I bave even beard thee alſo, ſaith the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 24+ 27. Shoul4/? thou belp the Uncodly. 
and love them that bate the Loyd ! ns is wrath 
upmm thee, from beforc the Lord, 2 Chron. 19. 
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Proponamus oportet finer fummi honi, 
mur,” ad quem omne fattum noſtrum _ re- 
ſpiciat, veluti navigantibus ad aliquod Si:1us dirigen 
dus eſt curſus. Vita fine propofito vaga ef, Sen. 
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Printed for Tho. Browne, Bookſeller in 
Shepron-MMallet, 1695 


ro the Right Worlhipful, 
GEORGE BALCH, Eſq; 
MAYOR of VBzidgewater, 


Honoured Sir , 


O U know, that a Life full of Vertue, con« 
[tart ard qual in the Profeſſion and Holy 
exerciſes of Religion, 1s what our bleſſed 
Lord hath recommended to his Diſcaples, 
as the way to eternal Happineſs; and how unbecoming 
a Chriſtian it 1s to grve looſe reins to his own Cor- 
ruptions, or take pleaſure in thoſe that do ſo. 

Hence it 15, that 10 occaſion hath preſented, ſince 
Tou were called to a Publick and Hon: urable Station, 
to do GOD and your Country Service, but you bave 
embraced with Zeal, and managed with Prudence, 

As God hath preſerved bis Covenant in your 
Houſe, and recommended the Religion you Profeſs, 
by the Pius Example of ſo worthy a Father, ſo nei- 
ther the Vanity of the World, nur the influence of a 
degenerate Age, bath 24 any power on Ton, to do 
any thing unworthy of your Self, of your Family, or 
of Religion, 

This watchful Condutt no doubt, bath fixed the eyes 
of the People on Tow, and captivated their Hearts, 

Go on Sir, in your Zeal for GOD, in your ge- 
nerous tenderneſs of the g194 of Mankind ; in your 
watchfulne[s cer your Self, in your ſpecial Reſpett 
to ſuch as Fear God, an4 in your Holy diſdain, and 
contempt of Sinners , And let this be your Motto, 
Ualiant fo: the Truth, 

A2 Nathin 
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Nothing but your Zeal for God, and Ardent 
wiſhes for the Rejormation of our degenerate Ape, 
could move You to Requeſt the Publiſhing of the | ol- 
towing Diſconrſe, ( and I doubt not but it was Tour 
beading the thay th.ut provoked others to joyn with Tou 
3n the ſame Requeſt) which Requeſt 1 have nw 
yielded to, after ſome ſtruglings with my ſelf to 
commit to the Publick , what I fear hath not much 
anore to Recommend it, but Tour candid Interpretiay 
710, ard the charity of the Auditors, before whom 
#t was delrvered, : 

However Sir, the Friendſhip wherewith You are 
pleaſed to Honcur me, with a faint hope, that Pro- 
vidence may deſign Benefit ro ſome by it, hath ven- 
rured its fortune in the world, 

If it may in the leaſt Anſwer the deſign for which 
St was intended, the awakening any t0 a Leal for 
God,bs 1 ruth, & that Reformed Relsgion we Profeſs, 
4 ſhall bleſs Grd that ever it was Preached or Pube 
liſhed, how little ſvever it dith pleaſe the Curious, 
or what Cenſurcs joever I] icur on its account, 

1 leave ut therefore, Sir, ſuch as ut 15, to the pro- 
vidence of Gia, and under Torr Vmbraze, And 
that God may Hour, and fet You more and more 09 
dy him Service, and multiply his Blejſings of al 
ſorts upon Tour Family, is the Prayer of 


SIR, 
Your much Oblizged and 


Fepton-Mallet, - 
Shepto c Faithful Seryaat , 
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obu Cumming. 


Rey. II. 2. 


And how thou canſt nt beay them which 
are evil. 


T is an undeniable Dcmonſrucion of the ab- 
ſoluie Per ſection of he Di wet, and 
ainuvng 0! her things, of lis Ell: ottz. tioli- 
neſs, 1hat on the one hand, 4 {* :22 the 
right ous, ard luoketh mnth Complace: cy upon 

the uprigit, Pſa. 11.7. 146. S. and on the other 
hand, he is of purer Eyes, than to Þchold Ini- 
quity ; nay, he bateth ali the wirkers of Jurquity, 
Hab. 1. 13. Pja 5.5. | 
God ſtandeth in need of nothing out of himſelf, 
(being Perfeftion it ſelf) ro make kim happy, or 
tO add to his Joy and Pleaſure; yet he is pleaſed 
ro delight bimſclf with the deriged and imperfeCt 
Holineſs of his Creatures. He is pleaſed with 
the rude Draughts of his own Imapge, and taketh 
Complacency to magnihe himſe!t, kis Juſtice, 
Holineſs and Mercy,ia the way of Righteovſnels. 
But he cannot deny himſelt, whatever Sinrers 
do; nor is he a God, whatever ſinners thiuk, that 
hath pleaſure in wickednels. No, he is Holy 
and Juſt; Evil dwelleth not with bm, neither 
ſhall the fooliſh Nand in bis ſight. His effential 
Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that as he loveth Righte- 


_ ovuſneſs and the Rightcovs, ſo hc hateth Wicked» | 
* nefs, and the wicked as ſuch. | 
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All this is undeniable from the dne Conſidera- 
tion of the divine Perfetions, from the Revela- 
tion of God's Will contained in the Scriptures, 
from his Approvation and Commen4ation of the 
Ri:hteous, and his Diſpleaſure, and declared Ab- 
horren:e of the ungodly ; and finally, from the 
greit rewards laid up in ſtore for the one, and 
tac heavy Judgements threatned to, and infalli- 
bly iuflifted on the other. 

From all we may ſee, how tender God is of, 
and zealous for his own glory. And that it is tz 
his will and pleaſure, That rational Beings, eſ- 
pecially ſuch as eſpouſe Religion and Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſhould herein reſemble and imitate him, you 
may learn, ( amidſt other things) from the words 
of the Text; the Commendation of the Angel 
of the Church at Epucſus, [ know thy Works, and 
thy Labour, ard tly Patience; and hyw thou canſt 
ngt beer them wihith are evil, 

There are many things commended in this An- 
gel and Church 3 bur that which 1 ſhall confine 
my ſelf to at preſent, is, that part of the lagnda- 
ble Charafter, which reipetts a Zeal azainſt 
Senners 25 ſuci, Ad 247 thou carſt ot bear them 
nhich are cul, 

In ipzaking, to which Words, I ſhall meddle 
no further with the Context, than I judge abſo- 
lutcly neceſſary, to ſhew the Connection and De- 
pendence. Let ime only put you in mind, that 
valuable Interpreters look upon thele ſeven 
Churches of 4j:4, (to wiich you ind Epiltles dir 


rected in this and the following Chapter) as typi»! 
cal of the ſtate of tke Church, from the Infancy. 


of 
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of Chriſtianity to the end of the World. And 
if ſo, then each Church, or the Church in its 
ſeveral Periods, may learn from theſe Epiſtles, 
what is of the greateſt Concern, with reſpe& to 
Faith and Manners; more eſpecially, what with 
relation to Mers Actions is praiſe-worthy and 
rewardable, and what reproveable and liable 
to a Divine Cenſure. 

This being premiſed, let us haſten to the words 
which are a part of the Commendation of the 


' Angel, and Church of Epheſzs. I ſhall not enter 


upon the diſpute, whether the Term Argel js to 
be taken for any particular, ſuperiour Miniſter, 
in this and the other Churches z or cciieftively, 
for all the Miniſters in them. It ſhall ſuffice at 
preſent, to acquaint you, that the word "aq a6, 
ſignifieth no more than a Meſlenper ; and this is 
common to all Miniſters to be God's Meſſengers. 
| Now the Charatter of this Meſſenger or Meſ- 
ſengers, and probably of that Church, whoſe 
Angel or Angels he or they were, is as follow- 
eth, I know thy Works, and thy Labour, and thy 
Patience, And how thou canſt not bear them which 
are evil, and ſo forth. Tho? it is one Branch 
of this Charatter, I deſign to inſiſt vpon ; yets 
becauſe of the coherence, I muſt briefly conſider 
the Verſe from the Beginning, 1 know thy works, 
&c, 

Here you have, 1/7. The Perſon ſpeaking : 7, 
He that holdeth the ſeven Stars in his right hand, 
who walketh in the midſt of the ſeven golden 
Candleſticks ; as in the preceding Verſe. This 


_ 


4 (8) 
| find by conſulting the firſt Chapter throughort- 
| ThePerſon is expreſled in your Tranſlation, but 
in the original couched or implyed in the verb 
ifs, 2dly, What is afthrmed of him, / know 
thy Works, and thy Labour, &C. 1 brow. N ow 
this Knowledge may have different Acceptations, 
as it reſpects Works in general, or ſuch as are 
good or bad in particular. 

I. As it reſpects Works in gereral, it ſignifieth 
Chriſt's Omniſciency : And fo the meaning of 
the Phraſe, / know thy Works, (which we have in 
the Front of every one- of the ſeven Epiltles) l 
ſay, the meaning will be, T hat Jeſus Chriſt had 
a full Knowledge or Comprehenſion of all the 
Works of this Angel or Church, whether good 
orevil ; and fo of all the others: Nothing was hid 
from him. And this was a m2vifeſt Proof, 1. Of 
his Divinity, and conſequently that his Know- 
ledge was omniſcience, and his Teſtimony be- 
yond all exception. 241vy. That the greateſt Fear 
and Reverence were due to him, as the Searcher 
of Hearts, and Witneſs of all Aftions: But 
then, 

11. As the Knowledge of Chriſt reſpects part:- 
cular (01d Works, it lignifies not only Omniſci- 
ence and a full Comprehenſion, but an Approba- 
tionand Commendation ; and ſo the Word is to 
he taken in this Verſe. Chriſt not only knew, 
but he approved and commetced at large the 
Works of the Angel and Church of Epkeſs. 
Therefore it follows, that they were good and 
praiſe-worthy ; z for the Holy and Juſt one, tho? 
a or commendeth 
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| nothing but what is approveable and COMMENT 


' ble. 
ut / UII. As the Knowledge of Chriſt reſpeCts par- 
. ticular evil works, it ſignifteth Omniſcience to- 
* gether with Averſation : As he knows, delights 
v in, approves and encourages good works; ſo he 
, kuows, hates and witnelleth againſt thoſe works |! 
& that are evil- As all things are naked before him, 88 


« ſoofall Men in general, aud of the good and bad | 

1 in particular z he can ſay, / know thy Works, And | 

f as the Works are good or bad, ſo he approveth || | 

1 «4 or diſliketh them, ſo he commends or reprovesz; || 

I may ſay, ſo he rewardeth or puniſheth the 4 

| Workers: WI 

; 3- What is approved and commended in this || 
Angel and Church; and indeed, approveal.le and |} 
commendable in any other, either Church, Angel | 
or Chriſtian, according to his reſpeCtive capaci- 
ty. Good works in general, and labour, pati- 
ence, and a zeal and warmth for God, and againſt 
Sinners as ſuch, in particular. 1 know thy Works, 
and thy Labour, and thy Patience ; and bow then 
canſt not bear them which arc evil. That by Works 
here, we are to underſtand good Works, appears 
by the following particular induttion ; thy Laboar, 
thy Patience ; and how thou canſt not bear them which 
are evil, and ſoforth- One commendable branch 
whereof was, 1- Labour, that is, an ative endea- 
vour and diligence to propagate the Golpel. 2. 
Another was Patzence in ſuffering,or in bearing the |!) 
Croſs for the Goſpel. Some think, There is here {| 
a Hendiadys; and that thy Labour, and thy Pa- | 
tsence, ſignifieth only thy Patience in Labour : 

, | B 
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% To xwr6 Umurny. But this makes no diffe - 
rence, both Senſes level at the ſame Scope. 
The 34. part of the commendable Charatter, & 
what we are now [0 ſpeak to, tolloweth : Ard how 
ro canſt not bear then which are evil, / know, that 
is, | approve, how thou canſt not bear them which are 
evil, So the Context will warrant vs to under- 
ſtand it. 1 krow how thou carſt nit---- Now it 
may be ſaid of one that he cannot do, not only 
that which exceedeth his natural Power , but 
what he cannot do without Relu&tancy, Abhor- 
reace, or with any Delight or Pleature. So 
; here, Thou canſt bear, that is; Thou caaſt 


' not patiently bear: Or, it is a great grief and 


trouble to thee to bear : Ir. is againſt thy Mind 
and Rearr, or ſuch a thing as thou canſt with pa- 
tience endure. Them which are evil, that is, 
ſcandalous Sinners ; Perſons erroneous in Judg- 
ment, or lewd and wicked in Life and Coverſari- 
on. So the ſtream of Interpreters run, Gree. 
Cluv, Med, Par, Now, what is app: oved & com- 
mended ; and is indeed, approveable & commen- 
ble in all Chriſtian Churches, Kingdoms, Com- 
monwealths, and particular Chriſtians in their 
ſeveral Spheres, is a Zeal and Warmth for God 
and Religion, and 2gainit Sin and Sinners as ſuch. 
1 know, bow thou can(t nit bear them which are a1l, 
From the words thus conſidered and opened, I 
ſhall lay down this poſition, as a foundation to 

build upon. 
Dt, Ic is not only a laudabie CharaQer, but 
the indiſpeniable Duty of all Chriſtians, eſpecial- 
ly of fuch as are intruſted with Goran in a 
| Ghri- 
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| | -Chriſtian Church, Kingdom or Commonwealth, 
{ todi:cover a Zeal for God, and a Holy Indigna- 


| 
| 


| 
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tion againit Sinners as ſuch. J kaow, how thou 
canſt n9t bear th:m wth are vil, 

To illuſtrate and conlicm this Poſition, ( fo ſelf 
evident aid a21ceable ro Scxipt ure in all irs parts, 
and the CharaCter and PraCtice of the greateſt 
S3in's and Reformers | ſhall take the following 
particulers under coni1deration ; or ſhew, 

1. Wha: is 11plycd in that Zeal for God, and 
Holy Indiy:ation againlt Sinvers as tuch, fer forth 
in the Text by not beiag able to vear them which 
are evi. 2, 1hat fuch a Zeal is not only com- 
mendable, but the Duty ot all Chriſtians ; eſpc- 
cially of Chriltian Rulers, whether Civil or Eccle- 
ſtaltical- 3-. What means are to be uied in or- 
der to tne Conſciencious performaiice o1 this Du- 
ty; or the diſcovery of a Zeal tor God, and a 
Holy Indignation againit Sinners as ſuch, 

Theſe particulars contain the Subtance of the 
Doctrine ; and will, if duly handled, give you the 
Scope and erift of the Text. 1 {hall therefore 
halten to their Conſideration, and that in order 
to 2a praftical Applicatiun of the whole: 7 hw 
can{t not bear------ 


1- Then conlider we what is implyed in that | 


Zeal for God, and Holy indignation againlt Sin» 


ners a5 ſuch, ſet forth here by not being able to !! 
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tear them which are evil ;, or fuch as are erroneous 
in Judgment, or prophane and wicked in their 


Lives. 7ou canft nit, &c, This implys, 1.- A {| 


Prezt concern for the Glory of God, and the Ad- 
vancement of his Kingdom in the World: Or 
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which is the ſame, a valiant appearance for th. | as! 


Truth, and the Honour and Glory of God. The 
Glory of God is ſullied and underminded, and 
his Kingdom overthrown by the prophaneneſs 
and licentiouſneſs of Sinners, as far as in them 
lies. Such Sinners intheir works deny his Being, 
and reject his Government, Jn their Works they 
aeny him, Tit. 1 16. They ſay in their Hearts, There 
75 10 Gd, Pal. 14. 1. They deny him Honour 
and Obedience, tho? he is their rightful Lord. 
They will not have him to Reignover them ; nay, 
they War againſt Him. Now, who hath any 
concern for Gods Glory, or Kingdom, but muſt 
diſcover his Zeal, and a Holy Indignation againſt 
ſuch Sinners? What ſhould be ſo dear to a Chri- 
{Han, as the Glory of God, & the honour and ad- 
vancementof his Kingdom ? Do not I hate them, O 
Lord, t14at hate thee? And amnot I grieved with themn 
that riſe up againſt thee ? P{. 139. 21, The Glory of 
God is the end of our being. It deſerves the flow- 
cr and [trength of our AﬀeCtions : Weare taught 
ro give it the preference in our Devotions : And 
we are to ſcek it in the firſt place 1n all our Atti- 
ons. It naturally follows then, That we ſhould be 
greatly concerned for it ; aud conſequently filled 
wita the greateit Indignation againlt the inva- 
ders thereof. God?s Enemies as ſuch ought to be 
ovrs alſo : And nothing more diſcovers our Love 
ro God, than that we cannot bear them which ave 
evil; that is, them that are ungodly and eremies 
to him. 
2. A real hatred and abhorrence of Sin. The 
\Wicxed, Ungodly and Prophare are hateful,.not 
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ſtroycd, had firſt Pcace proclaimed to them. _Jf 


as Men, but as Sinners and Rebels againſt their 
Maker. And what maketh them hateful unto 
God, ſhould make them unſufferable to all that 


| bear his Image. He thar really hateth the Sin, 
| will never indulge and cheriſh the Sinner. J/ will 


rot know 4 wicked Perſon, ſaith the Holy David, 
Pſal. 101. 4, He that worketh dicert, ſhall not awe 
in "my Houſe. 1 will early deſtroy all the Wicked of 


' the Land, that | may cit off all wicked ayers from the 


City of the Lord, ver, 7. and 8. tbid, Thus a 
gracious Soul in his reſpective capacity, whether 
a private Perſcn, Magitrate or Miniſter, c2nnot 
bear them which are cyil, According to his abhor- 
rence of Sin, his Indignation manifeſts it ſelf a- 
gainſt the Sinner ; either by a ſeaſonable reproof, 
a withdrawing from his Society, a rcfuſal ro come 
ply with im; ſome teſtimony of diſlike, or bring 
ivg the Offender to Juſtice, by ſhame or punilt- 
ment, Thus a Holy Indignation againſt Sinners 
as ſuch, diſcovers the curſed nature of Sin, and 
how hatcſul it is toa gracious Soul. And ec conrre, 
a connivance at the Sinner, argues ſome refroCt 
vnto the Sin. - It was Jebſ2; b-:*s foul blot and 
blackeſt ſpor, that hg loved them that heted the 
Lord. 2 Chro. 19, 2: ſhoulde/? thor belp the nngo.4- 
ly, and lwe them thit hate the Lord ? Lerſeore 75 
wrath upon thee from before the Lord, 

3. Aillawful endeavours to rcform, or in caiz 
of obſtiniacy to reſtrain Sinners in their courſes : 
Who would rot deſire and endeavour the Refor- 
mation of Sinners, if poſſible ? Under the old and 
ſevereſt diſpenſation, the very Cities to be de- 
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there is the leaſt hope of Reformation, by uw. an * 
hortation, Reproof or otherwiſe ; how happil, ; 
are ſuch endeavours uſed ? He that turneth a Sin- » 
ner from the evil of his way, ſaveth a Soul from | 
Hell. Andto this end we ſhould neither ſpare our | Os | 
prayers, nor our moſt earneſt endeavours, every | 7 
one in his place and Station. But if this will not AQ 
do, as we regard God's Honour, our own Duty, | 
the good of Sinners, or the happineſs of Mankind, © 5 
we mult Jabour to reitrain and ſuppreſs growing 
wickedneſs, every one according to his place and _ « 
ſtation : For no plague ſo ſpreading and dange-? on 
rous as Sin: Noevil to threatning to the private = 
and publick ; to Families, Churches and King- 
doms. It isa curſed and bitter root, the reproach 
of any People, an Evil attended with dreadful |, 
conſequences and «fects. Ir therefore highly con- 
cerns cvery one to endeavour to reſtrain-the 
courſe and ſpreading thereof. This ſhould be 
the great care and work of Maſters 1a their Fami- y, 
lies, of Miniſters in the Churches, of Magiſtrates 
in the Commonwealth, and of all Perſons in their 
ſeveral places. And how much good gight be 
done, if all did joyn hand in hand in this Work? «£ 
Then ſhould we glory not in the empty Name of ,, 
ric Reformed, bur in a happy Reformation. The y 
plague would ſtep, and Sinners would appear as , 
Theeves and Robbers, were they on all hands 
purſued with the hneand cry. Whenall in their |, 
jeveralplaces ſet up their ſtandard againſt Wick- _ , 
ecrels 2nd prophanenels, when Miniſters uſz a- 9g 
right the Keys of Doftrine and Diſcipline, and -, 1 
ive down Sin ; When Chriſtians teſtify againlt, ' 


cut 


ap ?arraign it on all occaſions; and Magiſtrates 

il Mot” 2 terrour to evil works; "and as Miniſters 
YMof God arid Divinely appointed Revengers exe- 
cute Wrath upon incorrigible Sinners and evil 
! Doers: Then there may be ſome hope of a Re- 
| ' formation; then may it be ſaid of all, That they 
ph are Zealous for God, Valiant for the Truth, and 
Attive to reſtrain and ſtop the torrent of 

- growing Wickedneſs: Or as It is in the Text, 

that they carror bear rhem which are evil, 

Who bur ſuch as delight in devaſtations can 

e. 4 ſtand unconcerned to ſee a devouring Fire, ſpread 
bh and conſume all before it? In ſuch a caſe, what 
hands are at work ? What endeavours uſed ? All 

7, bring their Buckers and offer their Service. And 
is not the danger as great, or greater, when Sin 
ul breaks invprn a Land as 2 Flood ? When it runs 
)-  asLightning, and kills likethe Plague ? When it 
ſpreads a+ a Gangrene, and eats like a Cancer ? 
Ina word, wWheau laiquity abounds, and the num- 
|” ber of Sinners is daily increaſed, Who ſhould 
not then [tand in the Gap, and appear for God ? 
T Who ſhould not endeavour to bind up the hands 
of Self-murtherers, and to reſtrain the courſe of 
ſuch Sinners, as arc not only thorns and briers in 
the ſides of the Church, but a plague unto the 
World? Surely when Sinners turn obſtinate 
; and reſolute againſt Reformation, *tis high 
| 
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time for ſuch as fear God to appear for him, and 
manifeſt a Zeal for his Glory. And ſhould they 
not, conſidering how good their Cauſe is, be as 
"  adtive for God, as others are or can be for the 
| -, Devil? Methinks all Chriſtians ſhould be ambi- 
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tious of the Charatter of the Text, Thou «.,4 
not bear them which are evil, 

Thus a true zeal for God, diſcovers not only 
a- Concern for his Glory, and a Hatred of Sin, 
but ſtirs up to all lawful and poſſible Endeayours 
to reform or reſtrain Sinners in their wicked 
Courſes. So much at leaſt is emplyed in not 
being able to bear them which are evil. 


| 


11-Conſider we, That ſuch a zeal is not only com- | 


mendable, but the Daty of all Chriſtians ; eſpe- 
cially of Chriſtian Rulers,whether Civil or Eccle- 
fiaſtical. AU Chriſtians in general, in their ſe- 
veral places, are bound by their allegiance, to 
declare their Love and Loyalty to God, and 
their hatred of his Enemies, /t :s good to be zea- 
lowſly affctted always in a good thing, Gal. 4. 18. 
And what better thing than the purſuing of Gods 
Glory in the reformation of Sinners: Moreover, 
this zeal for God, is one of the EffetFand Diſ- 
coveries of true Repentance, or 4 godly Sorrow, 
2 Cor. 7. 11, Yea, what zeal? Itisa Frame moſt 
contrary to a lukewarm and Laodrcean Spirit, 
than which nothing is more hateful unto God : 
And therefore, Sinners of ſuch a temper, are cal- 
led to this, inſtead of all other Duties ; and that, 
becauſe indeed a pious and regular Zeal leads to 
all other holy Performances. Kev. z. 19, Be zea- 
lous therefore. 

This was that which made Phinehas famous to 
all Generations, and gained him the Covenant 
of an everlaſting Prieſt-hood : He was zealous 


for his God, and againſt theſe bold Sinners Zimrs * 


and Coſbs, Numb, 25. verſe 8, 15, This ſeems 
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t> have been E/:jah's Boaft, or matter of glory- 
ing; he pleads it twice before God in a Breath ; 
1 bave been very jealous, (ſurely it was bis Zeal 
that made him ſo) for the Lord Godof Hoſts ;, for 
che Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
1 Kings 19. ver. 10, 14. . This was that which 
gained the higheſt CharaCter from the Spirit of 
God to David, Aſa, Jeheſaphat, Hezekiab and 
Foſiab, above all other Kings ; they zealouſly ad- 
variiced a Reformation. This is the great Glory 
of 'the-promoters of Reformation im any and al 
Ages ; and an Argument of the greateſt ſince- 
rity and faithfulneſs in Gods Service. It is what 
the Religious Nevernab ( and thee fame may be 
ſaid- of. other Reformers) took niuch comfors 
in, in his 'Refietions'vpon, and Examination of 
his former Life.” Remember: me, O God, ( faith 
he )- when he had been reforming and cleanſing 
the People, and manifeſting his zeal againſt the 
prophanation of .the Sabbath. YVerem: 13.31; 
What ſhall L ſay ? It was one of the great and 
crying ſins of Judab; and what forced fuch flaods 
of tears from the fervent Prophet Jeremrab, 1 har 
the people bent rbeir rongues for hits, bue-were ne 
valiant for the truth wyon the Earthy Jer: 9. 3. 
Surely" then to bezealous for God, is aduty in+ 
cumbeat opon all, higtr and low, that -eſpouſe 
the imereſt of God and Religion. 

Bat that Chriſtian Rulers, whether: Civil or 
Ecclefiafticat, ſhould more eſpecially diſcover a 
zeal for God, and the reformation of Sinners; 
that they ſhould in their reſpeQive places, en- 
deavonr t all evil das. 2m. the Cir 
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of tlie bord; will further ppear by Ig 
That, 


'L Their funQtion and places call them to. ap- | 


pear -in a more-emiuent manner for ſxad.., $uch 
are God's mouth unto, and his. repretentatives a- 
mong the people : God hath ratiedthemanigha- 
nor above others, and inveſted ther wishtBawer 
and Authority, in order to inſtruct, rule, refocm 
and puniſh Sinners. It 15 their work, & cbe.very 


defignof their office, ts ſtop the current, of | 


Prophanenefs, to promote Righteouſneſs, to gdit- 
-— =p OENOs and maintangir power. of God- 
linefs;' ': 

” Therefore they are to lay themſelves out for 
God: The Miniſter co reprove,/ rebuke, :6xhoert 
with all Auchoricy's: And the: Magiſtrate: tb njain> 
tain jaſtice'and.good order, and todiftribme re- 
watdsand puniſhments: For he 1s the Miniſter-of 
God, a*Revenger to execute; Wrath upon him 
that doth evil. Hence- i 1s, he 15 ſaid 2n0t go bear 
the: Sword im vam; Rom: 13. 4. Let ſuch Rulers 
conſider ithe-grear end of Providenees in calling 
the to Auckority ,over and above others; and 
they need no more todiſcover or prompt them fo 
their duth co be zealous for that God, by.whos? 
they /ruteg and'ra whom thep mult be accounta- 
ble, for-the&faighful difeharge'of thier places: For 
to bear patiently then which-are evil," to en- 
courage of connive.at Singers z what is #t, but to 
contradi@t the end: and great deſign of their ot- 
fice ? 

HM. By not ; oppoſing and co_—_ zealouſly 
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committed in the places where they Liveand bear 
Rule. - 44alrm qui non prohibet cum poteſt, Fuberts, 
ſaith the Moralift ; he that ſuffereth Sin to be 
committed, when it is m his power to-hinder it, 
r &qually. guilty with the ater: And the guile 
is ſo. muck the greater as apy -is in authority or 

wer to.do-Ged Service. A Miniſters People, 
1s in. a manner his Family ; and a People within 
a Magiſtrates Juridicion, is bis alſo. If it is in 


- Their power therefore to command good order, 


and reform the one or the other, and they do it 
not ; whatis this but to encourage ſinners/in their 
wickedneſs ? Is it not to become pablick Patrons 
of Sin, and conſequently to contract publick 
Guilt? El:is great Sin was, that when his Sons 
made themſelves vile, he reſtrained them not. 
Therefore ſaith the Lord, / well Judge his Houſe 
for ever, 1. Sam. 3. 13 how far this concerneth 
all in Authority, who alſo are Fathers in their {e- 
yveral places, let them conſider. I am ſure, he 
payed dear for his negligence, and it is recor- 
ded for admonition to others- 

II. Much may be done to reſtrain growing 
Imptety, and prevent impending Judgments» 
when Men in authotity perform the duty of their 
places, Sinners are greatly diſcouraged when 
they ſee others brought to ſhame or puniſhment, 


. and that there is no tranſpreſſing with Impunity. 


The zeal of two ſuch Witneſles, as a Religious 
Magiltracy and Miniftry, doth not only torment, 
but terrify the boldeſt Sons of Belial, And for 
encouragement, ACts of Juſtice are a Sacrifice 
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ſelyes in the guilt of the abominations anc fins 1 
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Scceptable unto God, and ſometimes as an atone- 
ment for the moſt crying Sins 3 as in the caſe of 
P\4nebas, But luppoling a People incorrigible 
and equally regardleſs of the Authority of reli- 
'ous Magiſtrates and Miniſters, (which is the 
addeſt cafe, & the worſt that can be ſappoſed) 
yet what comfort will ic prove unto ſach Rulers 
that they have done their duty ? It ignot of them 
that Sin groweth, or Sinners multiply? They 
Rood in the Gap, and their great Afﬀiction was, 
that the Sons of Bc al were too hard for them. 
But bowever, as faithful Witneſſes, and in ſome 
Fenſe Martyrs, they ſhall have their Souls for a 
prey: God is not unfaithful co forget their la- 
r and zeal for his Glory. 

IV. A batred of Sinners, & a reſtraint of Pro- 
phaneneſs makes Rulers a publick bleſſing unto 
any People. By righteouſneſs a Nation isexal- 
ted, and Sin is not only a reproach, but a ſore 
and threatning evil. Then it is, The wicked 
wa'k on every ſte, when vile Men are exalied Pſal, 
22.8, Then finners multiply, and ſin appears 
bare faced : And the conſequence is, ſuch Rulers 
are 2 vikble Judgment, and a Curſe opon the 
People : They are given in wrath and not in 
mercy. On the contrary, religious Rulers are 2 
publick Bleſſing, as pillars on which the ogy 
neſs of a People ſtands firm and unſhaken- Zhe 
Earth and all th: Inbabitants thrreof are diſſolved ; 
F bear up the Pillars thereof, ( ſaith the royal Pſal- 
miſt) Pſal. 75. 3. Were it not for Goyernment, 
all things would ſoon come to ruin and diſloluti- 
en; Not only the throne, but the no__ of 

—Mally 


Mankind: is eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſi. Blfed 
art thou, O Lvda, When thy King is the Sun of || 


Nobles, and th; P inces eat in due Seaſon, Eccles- 
VC, 17. That is, when the Rulers are Religious, 
then theſe Mountains bring peace, quietneſs, hap» 
pineſs, and many befliogs unto the People. Piety 
and Righteouſneis are always attended with ma« 
ny. other bleſſiogs, Happy is that Land where 
Miwiters arc burning and ſhining Lights, and 
the Magiſtrates Peace and Righteouineſs! It 
were an ealie matter to proſecute this Argument. 
God commandeth Rulers to ſtrengthen the hands 
of the Righteous, and be a terror to all work« 
ers of Iniquity. He encourageth them in their 
duty, aud engageth himſelf for their ſafety and 
reward : He placeth them in the moſt honourable 
poſt to carry on the work of Reformation, and 
advance his Kingdom: He intruſteth them with 
the execution of his Laws, and the cure of Souls : 
He ſuperviſeth how they uſe thcir Authority for 
him : He commends their zeal, and frequently 
and viſibly puniſheth their negligence, and ſo 
forth- All theſe heads might be largely ſpoken 
to, but I ſhall ſtop: From what bath been ſaid, 
I humbly ſuppaſe, ir t5-tbe plain and undeniable 
duty of all Rulers, Civil and Eccleſaſtical,to diſ- 
cover a Zeal for God, and the Reformation of 
Sinners. But leſt the time ſhould fail, I pro» 
cced to ſhew. 

1. What means are to be uſed in order to 
the conſciencious Performance of this Duty of 
difcoyering 2 Zeal for God, and a Holy Indigna-+ 
tion againſt Sinners as ſuch, 4 box canſt not bear, 
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Ee; "1 acknowledge, that netwithitanding ail 
means that can be uſed by men, and even by reli- 
gious: Magilſtraces and Miniſters, it will be found 
difficult to carry on a Reformation ; eſpecially 
when ſinful Habits are rooted, and Sinners hard- 
ned in a great meaſure through a cuſtom of ſin- 
ning, a general Example, worldly Advantages, 
the Encouragement of the times, or the Prejudice 
of a prophane Education. In ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, Reformers mult expect to meet with great 
Oppoſition, and many Diſcouragements, Ag 
they cannot bear them which are evil, ſo Sinners 
can as little bear a Reſtraint, and coming under 
the Power of Religion: They love their Luſts 
better than their Souls, and nothing enrages 
them more than, to be forced to cur off their 
right Hands, and pluck out their right Eyes. 
And alas !) ſuch is the Corruption of depraved 
Nature, that not. a few, whoſe Examples have a 
great Influence, ſet up as Champions for, and 
Patrons of Sin and Prophanene(s. All this muſt 
be own'd, and is marter of Lamentation. But 
yet notwithſtanding, ſuch as fear God, muſt not 
be diſcouraged, or ncglect their Duty, #4 Y:r- 
eutis ardua ct, Jed jucunda, The way of vertue 
is ſtrait and uncaſy, but yet the pleaſure of the 
Duty ſarmounts all Difficulties. And if it is the 
Duty of all in their places, ani eſpeeially ot Ru- 
lers, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, to diſcover a zeal 
for God, and a Holy Indignation againſt Sinners 
as ſuch, (as you have heard it is) Then is it their 
Duty alſo to uſe all lawful means, appointed for 
phe Reformation of Sinners. Fo 
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And the firſt that I would recommend to all 
in general, is a perſonal Reformation. By the 
Bleſſing of God, this will prove a powerful and 
convincing Argument. Iam ſure, it is moſt im- 
probable, that they ſhould prove Inſtrymencal to 
reform others, that take a ſinful Latitude them» 
ſelves. Such. do but harden Sinners in their 
wickednels, even, when they plead moſt zealous- 
ly for a Reformation. They that would reform 
ethers muſt lead the Way. They muſt begin 
firſt at home, and diſcover their Sincerity, Zeal 
and Authority, in the Reformation of themſelves 
and their Families, or ſuch as haye any Depen» 
dence upon them: Then may they 2ppear boldly 
for God-abroad, ard none to make them aſha- 
med z other wiſe they muſt: expect to hear, 44c- 
ace cura terpſum, 

More eſpecially the religious;Example of Chri- 
ſtian Rulers, Magiſtrates and Miniſters, w}l] be 
found te. have great Influence, Keg:s ad exemplar 
totus componitur Orbis, The ſame holds true of 
ſuborninate Rulers in their places. The Experi- 
ence of all Apes afiords vs ſufficient Proof hereof, 
We read not of any Holy Magittrate or Miniſter, 
but hath done ſomething, nay, wuch good in his 
place; or of any bad ones, but have done much 
hurt. Examples are of greater Force than Pre- 
cepts. They have a ſtrong lnlluence and a ſecret 
power over the Confciences and Minds of Men. 
Where they are good, they make Sinners their 
own Accuſecs and Judges. He that is impartial, 
watchful and ſevere over himſelf, b2th great au- 
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they are not hardned, he {s moſt likely to pre- 
vail with them. WM 

But to think, that God will honour any one 
to reform others, that hateth to be reformed 
himſelf, is next ro the expeCfting a Miracle in 
the moſt unlikely way. What recommended the 
Chriſtian Religion in all ages, was next unto the 
Grace of God, that the Propagators thereof led 
the moſt innocent and holy Lives themſelves, 
Non magna loquimur , ſed vivimus, Our gond Ex- 
amples will call loudly ro Sinners, if we ſay lit- 
tle or nothing. And it is a moſt certain Diſcovery 
of a zeal for God, anda holy Indignation againſt 
ſin, when we dare not allow it in out ſelves. 

A 24. mean is, To manifeſt our Hatred of Sin; 
and our religious Di!pteaſure with Sinners, on 
all occaſions. T hey have bur little zeal for God, 
or love to Him, that ſmile upon tin, or cheriſh 
Sinners in their Wickedneſs. It is fit the world 
ſhould know, (as well as God and oor own Con- 
ſciences) that we look upon ſin, as a fore & ma- 
lignant Evil, an Affront to God, and a Rebelli- 
on againſt his Law; and on Sinners, as enemies 
to the righteous Government of the World. And 
if ſo, how can we but frown vpon the one, and 
teſtifie and declare againſt the other ? Afroward 
Heart ſball depart from me, I will not know a wicked 
Perſon, Pſal, 101. 4- 

If Sin & Sinners have not our Hearts,it ſavours 
of Hypocriſy to favour them with our Counte- 
nance. And it excuſeth not here, (how common 

and plauſible ſoever the ObjeCtion, or rather Pre- 


Eee ee 


NG 2s in Quality» 


<— 


®, 
4» < 


or ſuch as may not regard our D1 
Ways; nay, that will fin the more, to add to 


our Diſpleaſure. 

| ſay, this excuſeth not the neglect of our du» 
ty, for weare bound to teſtify, (ar leaſt fo far 
ſor God) that Sinners of what Rank ſoever may 
know, thar we dare not fin at their rate, And 
this may be done ſeveral ways, either by ſilence, 
by 2 gentle reproof, by diſcovering ſome dillatif- 
faction, by bearing our teſtimony, by removing 
from, or avoiding the Society of Sinners, aud io 
forth: And all this without venturing on the 
Croſs, further than we are commandcd to do, & 
what | humbly ſuppoſe is the dury of all in gene- 
ral, that would appear to have any zeal for God, 
or his Kingdom. Bur if the Laws of a Land allow 
it, I think we ought to go yet further; even fo 
far as to arraign Sin, and bring incor: igible Sin- 
ners to ſhame or due Puniſhment by our teſtimo- 
ny, if no other private Methods are like to re- 
claim them- Our Faithfuineſs to God and his 
Intereſt, calls for no leſs at-our Hands, what In- 
conveniencies ſoever ſeem to attend the Perfors 
mance of our Duty. lt argues too much, either of 
a mean or carnal ſpirit, to conſult here with 
Fleh and Blood, or to be ſwayed by Intereſt, 
Cuſtom, or Example. We are to do our duty, 
and trult our God. Whatſoever deferveth our 
Hatred and Diſpleaſure, therefore ovght not to 
have our Connivance, far leſs our Countenance 
2nd Encouragement. 

A 34, mean is, Earneſt Prayer to God, and 


Humiliation for the fins of the Place and Land 
D whers 
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for God's Glory and Kingdom, or corcern for 
the danger of impenitent Sinners, that live ſe- 
curely, ard reſtrain prayer in a time of great 
Provecation. What! a zeal for God, and yet 
not lament and bewe:l h:s Diſkonour ? Any zeal 
for, or rezard to an angry. provoked God, ard 
yer nor. pray unto him! Anv Pity to, or con- 
cern for endanucred and feli-deltroying Sinners, 
?nd yet not lifc up a Petition for them ! How 
inconſiſtent are theie things 2 Methinks, if nei- 
ther the Honour of God, (-t all others the moſt 
powertul Motiye) or Pity unto Sinners, inciie 
and awake us to Prayer and Hut:nitation, in a 
time of great Provocatiun, our own Danger 
ſhould do it ;, which we may ſce, when we read, 
that they only eſcape, and are merketd, and fea- 
icd in the Day of God*s Vikitacion, tut frm and 
cry fir .!l the Abominatins that be done where they 
live, Ertck. 9. 4. 

It is poſſible, that all cur Zeal 2nd Endeavours 
cannot put a Itop to the ſtrong current of Pro- 
phanenets. - But this calls us 19 much the more 
to Humiliation and Prayer. And thts we are 
called to, and can do. We can bewail that 
which we cannot amend. We can {um' le and 
aff? & our ſelves, and wreſtle with God by Pray- 
cr, when there is no hope to p:evail vith Sin- 
ners- And what c#n wedo lets than mourn over 
the Violation oi G: 4's holy Law, and rhe Fol'y, 
Madneſs, and Dangcr of Sinners, that haſten 
their own ruine, and the Judgement of the La'd 
yherein try live ? Surely, our Zeal, it we lave 
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any, will bring us to our Knees; ard if we can- 
nct bear rhem w'-ich are evil; yet, as they are 
Men, Charity cails us to lift up our Prayer to 
God fir them. 1f not for their Reformarion, 
(ſupping, they are incorrigible) yer fur the 
averting of Guy's Wrath ard judgement, under 


which the ri-htcous alſo may xroan and ſoffer 
& ) > 


with them. 

Hitherro [ have offered nothing, but what | 
think buds + | Chrittians ia general, that would 
maniteſt aiy zeal for God. Bur ſince, not only all 
Chriftians as ſuch, ate bourd to diicover a zeal 
for 509, but Ch1it:an Rulers, Civil and Eccle+ 
ſiaſtical, in a more eſpecial Manner; tierefore [ 
think 1 am called, to ruuch alſo at the means to 
be uſed by them as ſuch. And, 

I. As to civil Rulers or Maziſtrates, Their 
Zeal for God, Order, ayd the Advancement of 
Reformetion, (the great End of their Authority 
and Power) ſhoald merthinks mage them Lovers 
of thoſe that are good, end a terrour to the evil. 
Such in their ſeveral Flaces, whether ſupreme or 
ſubordinate, arc Gud's Miniſters, and in a Chri- 
ſtian Cemmon-wezlth, intruſted with the Exe- 
cution of the Laws of God and the Land. The 
Law is equally a Protection, and Rule ro them in 
the way of their Duty, 1 hey are G @s Ordnance 
jor »cod, and to execute Wrath wpon 6 im that doth 
evil, Aim. 13. 12,3. If then they have any 
cal for God, any regard to Juſtice, any ſenſe 
of their o:vn Dury, or any Diſlike of, or Diſ- 
plcaſure againſt thoſe which are evil, They mult 
lock to it, that the Laws be not broken or con» 
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demned. God's Laws are holy & unalterable, & 
Civil Conſtitutions grounded upon them, arc ne- 
ceſſary and binding, and of great Force, becauſe 
of their Correſpondency, and Agreement with 
the former, Now what good Magiſtrate can 
» ſuffer boch to be trampled underfoot? The 
higheſt Powers (with the ſupreme Mazyiſtrate, 
where there is any) makes Laws in order to be 
ioviolably obſerved, and not broken at- will, or 
ſet at nonght- And ſubordinate Rulers are ap+ 
Pointed for, and generally intruſted with their 
Execution. If the former be good Men them- 
Telves, the Laws they make arc fo in like man- 
Tcr. And if the latter are (ich as do their [Dy- 
ty, then the Laws have all their Force. And is 
not this the great End and Deſign of Magiſtracy ? 

Wicked.Men fail not to ſhew and wani!c!t 
their zeal. If placed in Authority, they care- 
fully look to ir, that ſuch as the Staintes of 01s 
were, be kept, that the Hands of Sinners be 
ſtrengchned, and ſo forth. Woeful Expericnce 
atteſts this. And ſhould not Chriſtian Rulers 
then, and ſuch @& would be accountcd good Men, 
and a Bleſſing to their Countrv, ſhew their zeal 
in ſeeing good Laws put in Execution, and en- 
couraging ſuch as ſear God ? It is their place 
to weilld the Sword of Juſtice, to ſRrengthen 
the Hands of the righteous, to diſcourage Sin 
by Authority, and to bring obſtinaze Qtfenders 
and Tranſgrellors to Puniſhment. 

If they tail herein, they defeat the End of 
{zovernment,they enervate the Laws, & ſtrength- 
g the Hands of Sinners, Whas ſhall I ay? It 
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diſcharge of their Miniſterial Office. This the 


with God, and good Men, that they credit and 
ſtrengthen the Laws wherewith they are intru- 
ſted * and in fine, are in any prob .biliry to pro- 
mote the Reformation of S:nners, or hinder (EC 
ſpreading of Impiety and Prc phanepels. 

On the contrary, their Inditeieny or Pertia- 
lity wakes them a publick Nuila: cz, Judgement 
and Curſe. How then doth it concern them, 
to diſcover a zeal for God, and by their own 
Example, and the Cue Exercile of their Authcri= 
ty to give force unto the Laws, the Execution of 
which they are intruſted with ? Thus they ap» 
pear at once to be good Men, and good Rulers, 
and may by God's Bleſſing do much to deſtroy 
the *Wicrics, and ſtop the current of Prophanes 
I ſs 

[l, As to Fcecicliaſtical Rulers cr Miniſters ; 
ſuch are to diſcover their Zeal, ard aniwcr the 
End of thitir Office, by the right ule of the 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Their ercat Work is to nſe this Sword, ſo as 
to reach the Coalcicnces of Sinners, 

Of all Men they ſhould be M:-29231244, haters & 
diſcouragers of them which are evil : Not that 
any outward coercive power belongs to them, cr 
that any pretended zeal can wariaat them to 
move out of their own ſpiritual ſphere. No, their 
Weapons ſhould not be Carnal, but Spiricual ; 
And their Zeal for God and Charity to Souls 
ſufficiently diſcovers it ſelf in the conſciencious 
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is by their Faithfulreſs and Zezl, that they be+ 
come publick Bleſſings, that they gain reſpect * 
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Apoſtle Pau! ſumms up,zjin a few words, 2 Tim. 
4+ 2- Preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, ont of 
ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all l:: F ff ering 
and dottrine, And this one rule obſerved, with 
a holy life, ard the excrcile of that diſcipline 
againſt Offenders that rlic Scrip.ures Warravt, 
will be a {ufi-ient ard preCtical proof, that they 
cannot bear th 1 #bich ac evil, 

Theſe Rulers arezits true, to be meek and gen- 
tle to a!!; but cheir meekneſs is fo to be rewpcred 
With zeal: that they appear not in the Jleait to 
connive art Sin, far leſs ercorraps it, ard ltrength- 
en tic hangs of Siwers, 

Thea they are faiihful Witnelles, and Cham- 
pions for ti.e Kin:zdom of God, when they can- 
not bear ttm "ich are evil: That is, when rhey 
Jabonr to convince and convert Sinners ; ard by 
the Key of Diſci;line, deprive the Ungedly and 
Prophane of Chriltizn Priviledges. So ſhall their 
Lord and Maſtcr 2 rove their Zeal, and Re- 
ward their Labours and Fidelity. {hu cat 
not bear them winch are evil, 

So much of the heads propoſed for the clearing 
of the DoCtrine ; A few words more of the pro- 
miſ?zd Application, and I (hall conclude. The 
liberty I have taken ro enlarge already, togetber 
with the ſhorr preſcribed time #llowed, connec 
me to doe the leſs here, ard leave the more for 
you. Some thines | muſt hint 2t, and theſe I 
fhall comprize, 5nd [ut up in an Addreſs ro three 
forts of M-q; all bound to diſcover a Zeal for 
God, and tne Reformation of Sinners. I mean 
Civil Magiſtrates, Eccleitaitical Rulers, and all 
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Chriſtians as ſuch in their reſpeQtive Places and 
Relations. 

I. I make hold to adreſs to Civil Magiltrates 3 
n-'t preſuming to diftate, or teach them their 
daty, but as a Chriitian, a Minilter, and one 
tat breathes aſter, and prays for the advance- 
menc of Reformation aud Riyhicoulſiccls, to pur 
them in remembrance. 

You Chiittian Rulers then, high and low, of 
waat dcnomination foever, know, T hat it will 
be your Glory, and what will add to the luftre 
of your Crown, to deſcive the Approbation of 
the Text, tht you Cann yer them muich are cvil, 
I rr.yuw, ho a tna*. &Cc. 

| beſccch you, let the Glory of God, the Ne- 
ceſlity of Reformation, the Senie of your own 
Duty, the threatr-tng Clouds thit Heng over our 
Land, and the great din;;er, and growing num- 
ber of bo'd Sinncrs, ſtir up your Leal, ard awake 
you unty Righteovſne's. 

Yoa ice, Thai wwe Age ts become fo degene- 
ratc, and alas, under a prararno oi Religion 3 
2nd where C'r'{tiavity is citabillhed by Law; that 
the very name of Refor:nativn, as well as rhe 
thing, 1s beccme ſuſpectei! and tinctut! We 
ſecm 10 be aſiamed and airaid , that wich our 
Fathers ploried in. Atyotim and Pt "ptancneis 
brezk in upon vs like a | na : Andit 1s fo be 
feared, thit ail (a heavy Curie, and Gods 
rightcous Judgment upon vs) tlows in a great 
meaſure hence, That to few call for, or execnte 
Juitice, & plead for Trath : Or that Judgment 1s 
turned into Gall, (to ſpeak in the Language of 
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the Prophet, Am. 6, 12, and the Fruit of Righte- 
on[nefs mto Hemlock, Impiety and Prophaneneſs 
have been ſolong countenanced in this Land, thee 
Sinners are not only multiplied, bat become im- 
pudent and reſolnte againit a Reformation, 
So that 1n the way of ſecond Cauſes, nothing is 
Itketo reitrain rhe general Corruption, bur cicher 
a {weeping Scour2c with the Sword of Vengeance, 
or the zealous Execution, and right Ule of the 
Sword of Juſtice. 

What can prevent the terrrors of the Lords 
Wrath, but that ſach as are called Gods, an4 
bear the Sword, execure Wrath upon hin that 
doth evil, if tiiere is no other way to reform 
him ? How ſingular are our helps and advanta- 
ges to advance a Reformation? We have cx- 
cellent Laws, grounded npon the law of God, 
ſulhiciently plain and full againſt Prophanenels. 

And now the higheſt Powers call for the exe- 
cution of the Laws. To this purpoſe we have 
hal (by Divine Providence) of late years, fo- 
many Laws and Proclamations for the ſappreſſing 
of Prophanene(s. 

What remaineth then, but that all you who 
are intrulted with the execution of the Laws, 
approve your ſelves to be Miniſters of God z and 
that every Sin that falls within your Cognizances 
run upon the poiut of the Sword ? Methinks, your 
zeal tor God ſhould make you ſpend your moſt 
anzry looks on the boldeff, and molt daring Sin- 
ners, and bring ſuch as fear not God, to trem- 
ble before you his Vicegerents. Ah, ſhall the 
Sword of Juſtice rult in your hands, while Sin- 
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nity ? Shall the beſt Laws prove a dead, or rather 
a killing Letter, for want of being put in Execu- 
tion? Shall Nurſeries of Prophaneneſs grow up 
before the eyes of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, & thele 
alſo called the Reformed ? God forbid. 

He that ruleth over Men, miſt be yoſs ruling 
ex the fear of God, 2 Sam. 23. 3. Awake then you 
Miniſters of a jealous God, and make the Sin- 
ners of our 1/rae! aſhamed, nay tremble before 
you- You have an opportunity put in your hands 
to doe God Service, ſingular Means and Encou= 
ragements. You have the Law on your ſide: You 
have your Inferiour Officers, and the Command 
of all the People to attend your Motions, 

Awake then, let not our Sabbaths be prophane- 
ed any longer: Let not the Name of God be 
blaſphemed : Letnot the Holy Laws of the Lord, 
and the good Conſtitutions of our Land, be dare- 
izgly broken and trampled under Foot : Let not 
our Taverns and Ale-houſes be more frequent- 
ed and full than our Churches. Let not roaring 
Debauchees, Atheiſts, corrupters of Youth, and 
prophane Varlets, boalt of Impunity : Let not 
the Enemies of God and Godlineſs find Protec- 
tion or Encouragement under Chriſtian Rulers. 
In a word, let not all that is Sacred, be turned into 
Ridicule, to the Scandal and Wounding of 
Religion, the diſgrace of Government, the grief 
of all ſincere and zealous Chriſtians, the joy of 

Devils and Sinners, the increaſe of Abomiaatt- 
ons, and the haſtning of ſore Judgments upon 
our Land. Diſcite Juſtitiam monuti. Be Wiſe 
EF GW 


mea, Ye Judges 
of the | =" Serve the Lord with Fear, and re- 
Joyce with Tremoling, Pal: 2. 10, 11. W hat ſhall 
I ſay? Let there be zn 2ccompliſhment of the 
happy Prophecy in cur Daysz / wilt make thy 
Officers Veace, and thy Exaitors Riontecnſueſs, Iſa. 
60. 17. 

[l, A few words to Eccleſiaſtical Rulers: F 
mean all Miniſters of the Goſpel, ard Paſtors of 
Chriſtian Churches, let me as a remembrancer 
recommend to ſuch, That they be amvitious ofthe 
Character of the Angel of the C. of Epheſus, Thou 
canſt nct beay them which aye evil, Surelyzthis is beſt 
cone by Preaching and Living ſin down. Nore 
but Angels of Dat kneſs do cveriſh Prophaneneſs, 
or encourage the Prophane. Conſider, Revd, & 
dear Brethren, it is not a blind Zeal, or for Tri- 
fies, that will crevic che Miniftry, or gloriie 
God. Pizety, Meekneſs, Moderation and Chari- 
ty, not Strife, Contentions, Wars and Fightings, 
become the Meſſengers of the Prince of Peace, 
the meek and Joving Jeſus, who ſmartly repro- 
ved the precipitant Zeal of his Diſciples, that 
in their Anger would command fire frem Heca- 
ven; ſayins, ye knw n't what ſpirit ye are of, 

Lake 9. 5+ 55. Wwe to them that ſpend ti: emſelucs 
- Cireurz:flantials and uſeleſs Ceremomes, and 
world fire Church and State for the Tythe of Mint, 
Aviſe and (min, ana yet in the mean time paſs 
over the we1ghtier matters of th: Law, Judgement, 
Mercy, Faith, an! the love of God, Mat. 23. 23, 
& Luke 11-42 While Men contend for the (ha- 
dow, the ſubſtance is loſt, 

Some 
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Some (alas ) ſee no need of Reformation 3; all 
their Cry is Schiſm,Schiſm. And all becanſe there 
Is not a conſtant Communion externally, cven in 
the moſt unneceſſary and needleis, irkfome, and 


troubleſome, if nor ſinful things. They that |, 


harp ſo much upon this flrivg, conſider nvt how 
lecretly they wound, and reflet unon our Rulers, 
that would eſtavlith, or allow, which you pleaſe, 
a Schiim by Liw., the Spiritual Fathers, the 
right Reveren. Ulil:;Þ+ allo concurring, and not 
ſo much as b-aring their Feſtunony to the con- 
trary. But ſuch reitleis Spirits would do well to 
£oe yet t5 School, and leary the risht ard true 
Notion of Schijm. If thicy will not learn frum 
the Ectiptures; to whit they have been fo rati- 
onal'y, aud froquc:tly ceferred, yet metiiunks 
they being of the Communien of the Church of 
Eng!;:/, theuld regard the Judgement of ſome of 
the greateſt Men, and Lizhis of thet Body in 
this Point. The Men 1 ſnall name, ( and the 
moft learned and valuable DaCtors are of their 
mind ) are ſuch as they cannot reaſonably except 
againlt ; and by the evidence of two Witrelles 
(inſtaad of many that might be produced ) they 
may fee an end put to the Strife. 

F he {irſt is the Learned and Reverend Chit 
lingworth, in his Preſacre ro the Anthor of 
Charity maintained, his Words are theſe, 
* Ncither is it always of necellity 5ck:{;natical, to 
&« ſeparate from the External Commnnion of a 
« Chorch, tho wanting rncthing neceſſary : For 
** if this Church, ſuppoling to want nothing ne= 
© ceſſary, require me to azainſt mv Car 
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* ſcience, that I believe ſome Error, tho? never 


* f ſmall and Innocent, which I do not Believe, 
* and will not allow me her Communion but upon 
** this condition; in this caſe, the Church for re- 
** quiring this condition is Schiſmatical, and not 
<},for ſeparating from the Church. 

To this let me add the Concluſjon of his Pre- 
face, © Let ll Men (faith he) believe the Scrip- 
© ture, and that only; and endeavour to believe 
«it inthe true ſenſe, and require no more of 0- 
© thers: And they ſhall ſind this not only a ber- 
© ter, but the only means to ſuppreſs Herehe, 
*< and reſtore Unity. For he that believes the 
** Scriptute ſincerely, and endeavours to believe 
*. it in the trve ſenſe, cannot poſlibly be a Here- 
< tick. And if no mcre than this were required 
* ot any Man to make him capable of the Church: 
* es Communion, then all Men ſo quallified, tho? 
* they were different in opinion, (and I add, 
Conſequently worſhiped in afferent places ovd puſ- 
z1wrts ) yet notwithſtanding any ſuch difference, 
** muſt be of neceſſity one in Communion. So far 
this Learned Man, who had a true Notion of 
Schiim. 

The other is the very learned Dr. Stul/inz flere, 
Iate Biſhop of Worceſter, his cool and unbyaſſed 
thoughts you have. Tre. Chap. 6. pag. 117, 
« Wherc any Church (faith he) retaining Puri- 
« ty of Doctrine, requires the owning of, & con- 
** formity to any unlawſul or ſuſpected practice z 
&« Cmark that) Mcn may lawfully deny Confor- 
* mity to, and Commurion with that Church in 
; wy urhont ir ins e puilt of 
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*CSchiſm; read pag. 119. to the ſame purpoſe, 
And that this wasthe Drs. ſettled Judgement not 
in his younger years only, appears from many 
other places of his learned Writings. Diſcourſe 
of 1d-1. of Rome, pag. 7. © We are ſure (ſaith 
* he) that wilful Ignorance, or chooſing a worſe 
* Church before a better, is a damnable ſin, & 
&« unrepented of, deſtroys Salvation. Again, 
Pap. 39. ** That Church is to be judzed purett, 
chat hath the beſt grounds; and conſequent- 
*©ly, it is of neceſlity to Salvetion, to embrace 
* the Communion thereof. And in his rational 
Account of the 7r«t. Kelsg, p.291. © Leſler Socie- 
© ties cannot in Juſtice makethe necellary Condi- 
&« tions of Communion narrower than thole which 
©* belong to the Catholick Church, (s- e.) Thoſe 
* things which declare Men Chriſtians, ought to 
* capacitate them for Communion with Chriſti: 
** ans. Again, «6:4. « ] he main End of the Chri- 
**ſtian Society, being the Promotion of God's 
** Honour, and S1lvation of Mens Souls, the pri: 
© mary Obligation of Men entring into ir, is the 
© Advancement of theſe ends to join in all As 
** of it, ſo far as they tend to theſe Ends: But 
© if any thing come to be required diretly 1c- 
©* pugnant to theſe Ends, thoſe Men, of whom 
* ſuch things are required, are hound not to 
© communicate in thoſe l:fier Societies, where 
* ſich things are impoſed, bnt to preſerve their 
* Communion with the Catholick Society of 
** Chriſtians. Again, pag. 331. © He that ſcpz: 
* rates only from particular Churches, as to 
* ſuch things as concern not their Being. is only 


« ſeparated from the Communion of thoſe 
© Churches, and not the Catholick. And there- 
* fore ſuppoſing that all particular Churches, 
** hzve ſome Errours and Corruptions in them, 
«tho? I ſhould ſeparate from them all, (that is 
* no doubt from thoſe Errours and Corruptions 
** inthem) I do not ſeparate from the Comma- 
** nion of the whole Charch, &c, And the reaſon 
he ſubjuzas, ©* I declare the grounds of my ſe- 
* paration to be ſu.h Errours and Corruptions, 
© which are crept into the Communicn of the 
& Charches, and impoſed on me in order to ic. 
*I wic:1al dechire my readinels to joyn again, if 
& thoſe Erronrs and Corruptions be Icft out. So 
much, and { think cough from our learned Dr. 
and Biſhop 

O thar Miniſters wovld diſcover their zeal ſor 
God, in contienting not for the {hadow, but the 
ſubtance, not for filver Shrines and' deluſory 
]rifts, but {r the F.itlh ome aelhivered to the 
$.11:t5, 45 Juce v7. 3. Iinen they would no longer 


Cv7 Piliges wniler Mens Armholes, nor make the 
Hearts of the righteous fad, nor ſtrengthen the 
Hands of Sinncrs, but tpend and be ipent to carry 
on a h»ppy reformation to the glory of God ; 
that is, they would no longer bear them which ure 
evil. 

HI. Oxce more, a Word to all Chriſtians as 
ſuch iu their reipettive piaces and relations. Be 
exhorred Chriitians to tat to your helping hand, 
as yuu have any Zeal for God, or Love to religt- 
on, to advance the reformation of a ſinful and de- 
venerate Age, Let Parents teach and inſpect 
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fheir iidren, and Malters of Families their 
Servants ; And let all conſider ore another to provoke 
to love and 000d Works, Heb. 10. 24. There is a 
great Emphaſis in the 114:;%:7us of that Text, 
or word tranſlated, /ovch:ry. It lignifies a pro- 
voking with fervour and zeal, ſmartneſs and 
ſhzrpneſs. Now Chriſtians, be thus zealous for 
God, and valiant for the Truth; throw water 
on the Fire whereyer it breaks out round abour 
you. 

You muſt not mind your own things only, but 
thoſe alſo of others, and more eſpecially, what 
the Honour and Glory of God are molt concer- 
ned 10. 

You mult not oniy Pray, Praiſe, Love and Fear 
God your Selves, but you ought to pity Sinners, 
that haſten not only their own Ruin, but a com- 
mon Calamity. 

And ia order hereunto, if you cannot by your 
z2alous Endeavours, pluck theſe Brands out of 
the Fire, or prevail wich them to conſider the 
evil and fatal conſequences of their ways; you 
are cailed in the next place highly to Value, and 
ze:loully 19 Encourage ail reforming Magiſtrates, 
and fac.litare their Werk to them, and all Of- 
ficers of jultice under them; and to prize a 
Powertui, faithful, & Laborious Miniſtry, Theſe 
means Gol utually bleſſerh, to convert and doe 
gocd 10 Souls; if Chriſtians were thankful for 
them- 4:4 conſcientious tro improve them to 
the be/t advantage, how much good might be 
done 2 What ſhall 1 ſay ? Chriſtians, let every 
One in iis place, be valiant for the Truth, Loyers 
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that hate him in his Laws ard Kingdom. Them 
that honour God, he will honour, and they that de- 
{piſe him, ſb! be lightly rſtcemed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. - 

-  Fhrice bleſſed are and ſhall they be, of whom 
the Searcher of Hearts ſnall approve, in this Life, 
in Death or Judgment, in the words of the Text, 
1 know, bow yu cart vear them which are evil. 
-.,Now to our High, Holy, and Jealous God, 
who deſerves our zealous Appearance for him, 
and will reward the Love and Labours of his Ser- 
yants,, to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Glory, and the Kingdom for ever. Amen. 


J. C. 


